Central and peripheral action of enkephalin analogues.
Chemical modifications of enkephalins led to analogues with strongly increased biological potency. Compounds such as H-Tyr-DLys(CHO)-Gly-Phe-L-homocysteinethiolactone (Hoe 825) additionally show a remarkable split between central and peripheral action, favouring the stimulation of gastrointestinal contractions. Hoe 825 could, therefore, be useful in the treatment of conditions where gut motility is lacking in humans, especially in adynamic ileus.